Call for Research Proposals in Conservation Biology and Education

Prairie Fork Conservation Area

November 15, 2004
Prairie Fork Conservation Area (PFCA), managed by the Missouri Department of Conservation, is located in Callaway County about 40 minutes from Columbia.  PFCA is a 711-acre farm that lies within the oak-hickory forest/prairie transition zone.  About 70% of the land is open and was row cropped until the early 1990’s.  The remainder of the area is forested.  A Prairie Fork Conservation Area Trust fund has been established to support “innovative programs of research and teaching in the areas of natural history and conservation.”  Funds are awarded to projects by two trustees (Director of the School of Natural Resources and a Missouri Department of Conservation Resource Science Supervisor) who are advised by a coordinating committee consisting of faculty from The School of Natural Resources at the University of Missouri, research and management staff from the Missouri Department of Conservation, an owner of land adjacent to the Prairie Fork Conservation Area and a biological scientist outside the University of Missouri.  More information is available at www.snr.missouri.edu/prairiefork.

Use of the Funds
The income of the trust will be used to support faculty and student research and educational activities, including internship programs, on the Prairie Fork Conservation Area.  Activities done on the area are a priority, but work done off the area directly related to and coordinated with area projects is acceptable.   Projects may emphasize: conservation education, especially for youth; restoration of prairie and savanna ecosystems; conservation biology; or natural resources management.  The involvement of students from diverse disciplines in the development and delivery of the above programs is strongly encouraged. 

Project Eligibility
Projects must advance the long-term educational goals and objectives of the “Prairie Fork Management Plan.”  Each proposal must contain a statement that indicates how the project will contribute to the long‑term educational goals of the Prairie Fork Conservation Area (PFCA).  The specific educational products that result from the project should be clearly indicated.

If you would like to view the Missouri Department of Conservation’s “PFCA Management Plan” contact Chris Newbold at 573-592-4080 or Reggie Bennett at 573-254-3330.
Areas of Emphasis 
The Coordinating Committee has identified priority areas which are listed on the back of the application form.  Proposals that address these areas will receive preferential consideration for funding.  

Funding Level
 Proposals are particularly sought in the $3,000 to $8,000 range, but well-supported proposals for greater amounts will be considered.  Project proposals may cover more than one calendar year, however, awards will be granted on a one‑year basis.  Project budgets for multiple years should be itemized by year. 

Progress Reports and Publications
A required annual progress report of findings and project status is to be submitted to the PFCA Supervisor by December 31 each year of the project.  Continued funding is contingent upon timely receipt of the progress report.  A final report is due June 1 following project completion.

Time-frame
To receive consideration, proposals must conform to all categories included in the application form.  Proposals are due January 10, 2005.  
Awards will be announced February 7, 2005.

Prairie Fork Conservation Area

Project Application Form for 2005
1.
Project Leader: ______________________________________________________________________________

2.
Institutional Affiliation: _______________________________________________________________________

3.
Project Title: _______________________________________________________________________________

4.
Relationship of the proposal to long-term educational goals of PFCA and to specific emphasis areas.  (Listed below.)

5.
Project Description:  All proposals must follow the format listed below.


A.
Title of Project



-Principal Investigator



-Team Members


B.
Objectives (include hypotheses to be tested).


C.
Justification (description of specific problem, why information is needed, state of knowledge on topic).


D.
Expected Benefits (what are the opportunities created?).


E.
Approaches



-Location



-Experimental design



-Data collection techniques



-Analytical procedures (including statistical tests)


F.
Budget (equipment, personnel, travel expenses, etc.)


G.
Other funding sources


H.
Schedule and duration


I.
Information transfer



-Publication outlets

6. Attach a two-page resume of each principal scientist/professional/educator involved.

7. Submit an electronic copy of your proposal no later than January 10, 2005 to: 

Eric Kurzejeski at eric.kurzejeski@mdc.mo.gov

Emphasis Areas for year 2005.
Proposals that address the following emphasis areas will be given a priority for funding:

1. 
Conservation education and interpretive projects, innovative approaches to engage teaching and research activities, especially for youth, in educational programs at PFCA.

2. 
Control and management of exotic plant species.

3. 
Restoration ecology research and monitoring with an emphasis on prairie and savanna ecosystems.

4.
Soil Microbial characteristics/soil history at PFCA.

5. 
Stream hydrology and water quality studies.

6.
Plant and animal population and system responses to management techniques.

7.
A feasibility proposal on graduate assistantships and part time person for outreach and education at PFCA.


